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,.EDEAAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
W..MINOTON. D.C......

JUt J 8 mRS

Hr. Burton Creunbera
T.leSc.n, Inc.
36 E.st 12th Stre.t
He" York, t~ew York 10003

De.r Hr. Cr••nbe rr.:

Th11 r.sponds co the r.quest .ubati tt.d hy T.I.Sc.n, Inc., on HOlY 7, lQJS, (\)t'

FCC approv.l of .. MySC•• to encode adverti.er ldenU flcltUon ail:n.llH un 1 f 11'-"

22 of the celevislon active video .1In.l.

Ita de.cribed by TeleSc.n., thb .y.cea would be ueed to provi.de! i.ntfer.:nc1("tlt
verific.tion of broadc••t. of adv.rtising .....;... In oper.t1~n, dlltn
.1lnals carry1n, .n adv.rci.er'. ISCl id.nt1fication number would be .ncoded
on commerci~l. bro.dcalt by a televls10n scation. The televi.ion .t~tion's

.ienal would be monitor.d by equip.ent capabl. of decoding the dAca and
record1n~ it. alon~ "ith the date, ti~e of day, len~th of co~~erci.l, ~nd

presence of .udio and video. Tel.Scan then would use th~ rc:cnrll~c1 lnfnrlllOtt 1nn
to provide various report. for ltl advertiser clients.

T.leScan indicates chat it would prefer to tran.ftlit ttl .iGn:.ls on 11ne ;:a of
the vertical blanking interval (VMI), but it haa Mt rell.tAne. fru1:l broAtf
ca.ters who are reserving this re.ource for th.lr own purpolu!". It,
th.refore, desires to telt and po',ibly l.pleNnt the TeleScAn "ytit\:!~ on
Une 22.-
The tl.ss Heftia Bureau reque.ted co....nt. on the TeleSeAn requIIAt in a ""hl \c
Notice released June 10, 1985. Comments were .u~itted by pMrtlu.
representing broAdcasttn" and advertl.lnr. intereltl. The commenttn( pArtt~~

representin, broldc.IUne intereMtM eXI,rus" .0II1II cunedrlUl "nd re~lotrvi1tlun,;
vtth re.pect to us. of the releScan Iyst••• but in ceneral Are not opposec.: to
it. auchorization. In particular. brootdcallten arlue that they .hould be
1nfonted of the presence of TeleScan sl~nals and that the "ltir.:ate control and
authority with respect to transndlilon of the.e st,;nnb Iho"l~i reMt with till'
individual television .taUon Ueensecs. Broadcalters allio are concernlltc! th:.t
the TeleSean systell 11 r.IAt!vely untested ilnd tight canse lntllrf"n:,cd ur
de~radltion to picturc CJu..U ty on SOIllC r~civers, p4rticnbrl)' n\:\1 n,,1 tM th:lt
they claim do not employ overseanni"". The CBS nnd ABC television net","()rl~~

oppose authorization of the TeleScan syltem. They .ub:ltit that thu rrl"llotnClll of
data sien.lls on line 22 will cause unacceptahle interferenca: co rh·ttsr~
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quality and th8t the IDnttoring of cOtlllCH'lcal announce_ncs ce" ~ rvrf~rl't\:d

It)' othar ••.,n" thAt vt.l1 "ot t.pAtr the: wtd...... IIcrvlC"r.. r".....-.·"ttnJ~ t'urth."
repre.entin, Mvenidna: lnteresU support the authori.aatlo" aNJ ..s" oi a
.y.tea f~r electrontcally -anltorin& hroadcaat. of cu..erctnl .~.,,~~eH.

Upon ..alllinatton of TeleScan'. requellt, .....Ueve thet th. Td-.tSc.tn lI:ttn
quaUU." al a -apecial dpa1,- that ta, • aiena1 rebt..d to br~."h:'lI6t

operation, but "ot intended for public ".e. 11\e eo••iaaion aat forth ttll
po11cy concernins apecial ailnala In a l'ubUc Nuttc-= dated "pri.l ~Il, 1~7').

~, 22 FCC 2d 779 (1970). The Co~lalon rllCo~ni&ad the ben~ftt. of .uch
·l1lnall and noted that they contribute to efficient brollllcasc ol'er.tiun.
Hovever, the Co~••ion va. alao concerned that the u•• of .peclal ~1~nAl~

could caul. lome de"rAdatlon of the broAdcn.t pro~ram Atr-nAl. ~,~r~fnrc.

under the authorLty of Section 303(e) of the eoa.....tlc ..ttln" .. ''--·t, ..,hld••if rc·rt.",
the Colllft1lslon to reculate the -lUnd of apparatus to be used vith rUIf"ect to
- ••• the purity and .harpne•• of emj.alonl fro- .tationl ••• ,- the
eo••lIdon held that luch 81lnall cannot be e.ployed vithout 1tI Ipecl Hc
authorization. 11\e eo",IlIi••ion allO .peci·fled that luch parml,"ton ,""111 be
Iranted only vh.re it il lntea.lble to tran••it the dgn~b by Ilenn. vl\tc"
have no detrt.ental effect on the broadcA.t .ervice.

Ve find that the releScan .y.tem ••et. the .tandard. e.tAbli.h~ for ."eclal
8i,nal.. teleScan data, whl1e not intended for u.e by the vie~n~ pu~llc, i~
clearly related to the pro~r....tertal vithin Which it 1a tr~n~~ltted And to
the operation of a televllion Itation'. prtaary pro~ra~ .ervlce. ~\e

verlflcation of broadca.t of advertillng .e~la~e. 11 an element of t~e

bu.ine•• lide of broadca.tlng And ta, therefore, a part of broilJc""'t
operation. In chl. regard, ve find the TeleScan Iy~tem the I.me a. uther
Ipeclal signals .uch a. the cue and control tone. u••d ln prD~rao

prelentacion. In addition, th. n;ltura "nd puc-po•• of the f"f,l(" .... ti"" tl' I","
encoded require. that it be tran••i ttad .. an intesrllt pArt t)f ttll "!ols~c:i~t.d

procram .aterlal. ThuI, ve believe it would not be prActic:.l t'J tr:.n~~it

TeieScan comoerclal verificatlon d~ta aeparately from the televi.ion .i~nnl

carryl"1 the pr03r.. beine aonltored.

Our evaluation of the technical de.cription of the releScan Ayltea! In,UCAtll''
that the method u.ed to encode the data and tM presence of thela d;:n:tls on
11ne 22 lenerally would not cau.e notice.ble or objectionable lntetf.r.n~~ ~r

dearadaUon to a Itation'. video progr••••rviee. It appears that ule of the
TeleSean .yst•• would not require ehanse. to .n1 co~ponent uf a .tatl~n"

pro;ram presentation or tran.mitter equipment. We .110 find thil 1~lte~ to he
C jClpat1ble wi th the teehAlcal .tandard.. for the tellivislon flCrvtCIi ~nC'h th~t

its usc would not necesl! tate modtficAtions to our tl!1c:v1l1on tochn! c.,l rill ~s.

On the blllls of the above, we believe that the '1'elc:)C4n Kyll5tl:. it' c01\,;ht·:nt
with our policy eoneernin; use of Ipeelal .lgna1.. Moreover, it .rp~~r~ th~t
the ule of this system for eommerct41 verifi.cAti.on would prn\·i.J..• ., .,,,ab.:r \)f
benefitl and efficiencies for the indu~try. ~e. therefore, h4ve decld~~ t~



f
f

••
f
f
r
IT

•

authorize tran.a1.~ion of T.l.Scan 111nals on 11n. 22 of the t.l.vi.lon
pictur. for the purpo•• of ••riflcatinn of 'roAdc••t. of co-.ercfnt
announc..."tJl. WO vi,¥h to .ph_lau thnt thb 1. a p.Jr..hM1vu 6.nLhorlty
only. Tel.vl.lon 11c.n.... r.tain ultl.at. control ov.r th.lr tran.~i.slon.

and ar. not required to tranaalt T.I.Scln allnala. It would ther-:fora b-:
per-t••lbl. for a broadcaat.r to blank tho Tel.Scan data line or replAce 1t
with reconstruct'" video. Conaequently, we wuld exp.ct that tha hroAdcau .. r
wuld be notified of the pr••ence of adverti.er v.rificatlon .1~n3tR o~ line
22 ln com~erci&1 announc••enta. Th. authorlty to tranaa1t Tel.Scan .1:nalJl on
I1n. 22 also r.maln. aubj.ct to the condltion that the aignals not prOGUCd
unacceptable de~radation of the tel.viston aarvlce received by vl~wGr...

Accordinal)', pursuant to Section 303(e) of the eoaaun1cations Act, Authority
15 QANTI:':O for Mener"l us. of the Telo5can .y.t•• on Un. 22 b)· liCd".UC" ln
the t.levi.lon ••rvic.s. Th1. authority i. lialted to u.. of the TeleScan
Iy.eea for purposa. of ••rificatlon .. dlac:u•••d h.rein. No oth.r broadc:""t
u••• of the Tel.Scan 'ylt.. ar. p.ratte.d without the .xprea. conaent of the
Co..t••lon. Authority for Chil action i. provld.d und.r Section 0.253 of tho
Co-.1.sion'. rul•••

-

Sinc.r.ly,

:f I'-b/~a........-v. Me

Ja e. C. McKinn.y
Chi.f, Ma•• Media Bureau

•
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JUl 1 S 1985

..~. ~rvt n l.. "raa"ow
Verner, USl'fert, Beruhard, J4cPherNn

and '..and, Chan~r~
lb6(1 1. StrNt, h.W.
Suite lOVl)
lJ&8111nJ:ton, I)(; 2(m31,

'nih r"roDi~ to tit. requettt aub:aSn.:t by Ad Audit loe., 011 June U, 1985, tor
FUC approval of a lyat8' tn eneode ad••rtta.r aad pro~~ Id.ntlflcatl~

al:;na1. on-l1ne 22 of the te1ev1110n &ettve v1den .S~a.l•

.. deacrlbed by Ad ~,dlt, cbtl a,ate~ would be aaed to provide independent
ver1flcatlon ot bro_de.tIIt. of pro~a.al8 an" co.,,~eftlal Q8Aaa~e.. 11\ ~araUo",
data at,nal. c.rr,l~~ pro~r~ ldentlflc.tlon Information would bP encoded on
co~~erctal announcements and pro~ra~ broadca.t by ~ cel.vl_1on atatlon. Th.
tel••ialon .t.tlo~·a at~Da1 would be -anttored hy .quip~nt capable of
decod~n~ the d.t~ and recordtnr, St, a1o~ with the dat_, tl~ of day, leuith
ot co~rctal. .nd preaeuca of .udl0, video, and color. Ad Audit then would
UN t~e recurded lnfomatlon to pr~lde v.noul repon. for ita clfefttl.

Ad Autltt tndlcat.. that it would prefer to nanlPit ita .1pa15 on the
.erUcal blank1n~ Interval (VSl). IIG","8r, ~ ADdlt recOfnl&ea that
telcvla10n .taUoaa aM the Yill for other purpoI" and 18 concened that
atationa a1~ht delete Ita dela if It wete .neoded on thi' portio. of lt~

teleyt.ion .1~oal. 1D order to en.ure chat ttl .1~nall are traftlaltted, Ad
Al\d11 •••ks to encode the identification dat" on Une 22 of t.ha aeU.e video
dlql.

The Haa. !'Ied1. iureau l'~ue.Ced CCML...,."t. on the N:J Audit requ.n 1n a Publlc
Notlce reIe••ed JuDe 21, 1985. eo...nC' ware .u~tted b, partlea
rep~".Dtlftl' broadc.atl~ aDd ad"erUllnf, 1I\u~..t.. Th~ CO'\t8eDtl~ partt..
rep~e.entlAg broadc.ltine IDCerelts expr,,5 SOQe concerD' aDd re.ervat1one
vith r"p8C't to ua. of the Ad .\uti! t Iyatft, b'lt 1n ,eneral are not opposed co
Ita authDrlaatlon. In ~artlcular, broadcaaterl ar~ue that they ahould be
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infor-ed of the pre.ence of Ad Audit alRnals and that the ultl..te control and
authority with reapect to tran.nai.don of the. airnab al\ould r.at with the
indlY1dual teleyialon atatlon ltcenaees. Broadca.ters a1.0 ar. concerned that
the Ad Audit .yat.. la relatively unte.ted and ~ght cauae tnterfereace or
deRradatlon to picture quality on aDMe reeeivera. particularly new units that
they clai~ do Dot employ over.canning. The CBS and ABC televi.lon networks
oppoae authorization of the Ad Audit .,.t.... They aubmit that the pr•••nce of
data .ignala on line 22 viII cau.. unacceptable interference to picture
quality .nd that the ~nitoring of cam.erical announcements can be perforaed
by other ....na th.t will not l-.pair the rideo .ervice. Co1lMlleDtlnlt parties
repr..entjn~ ~vertiain~ intereats aupport the authorization and uae of a
ay.tec for electronically ~nltoriD£ broadcasts of com-ercia1 .ess.ge••

Upon exalllt nat Ion of Ad Audl t 's request. we be11 eve th.t the Ad Audit cia ta

qualifies ... -apectal si~al.- that Is. a .iRnsl related to broadcaat
operatton. but DOt Intended for public uae. The Cot:a",ia.ion eet forth ita
polley concern1ag .pecial .i~als In a Public Notice dated April 20. 1970.
See. 22 rcc 2d 779 (1970). The eom.l.aton recognized the benefit. of auch
~nal. and noted that tbey contribute to efficieDt broadcast operation.
bowever. the ColllP.11a.ion vas &1ao concerned tbat the use of .pecial signal.
could cause some de~radation of the broadca.t progra. aignal. Therefore.
under the authority of Section 303(e) of the ~unlcatlons Act. which directs
the Co~asion to re~ulate the -kind of apparatua to be used with re.pect to
- ••• the purity and sharpness of eat ••iona from atatlons ••••- the
Co~ssion held that such .i,nala cannot be eaployed without lts specific
authorization. The eoll!l'!hal1on also specified that such permission v:111 be
«ranted only ~lere it Is Infeasible to transntt the .1~a18 by means which
have no detrimental effect on the broadcast .ervice.

We find that the Ad Audit ayate- meeta the atandards estahlished for apecial
aignals. AC Audit d8ta. ~111e not intended for uae by the v1ewi~ public, la
clearly related to the proRra~ ~terial within which it la trans.ltted and to
the operation of a teleyialon station'. primary prORra~ .ervic~. The
.erifleation of broadcaat of advertiaing meRaages and progra~ ia an elenent
of the businea. aide of broadcasting and Is. therefore. a part of broAdc.st
operation. In this regarc!. we Und the Ad Audit system the aaM .. other
special sl~ala such as the cue and control tones used in praRra..
presentation. In addition, the nature and purpo.e of the information to be
encoded requires that it be trana~itted as an inteRral part of ita ..sociated
program IIUlterial. Thua. we believe it would not be practical to tranaait Ad
Audit ven ftcation data .parately fro- the televislon signal carry! n2 the
progran being monitored.

Our evaluation of the technical description of the Ad Audit 5y.tem indicatea
that the method u.ed to encode the data and the presence of these signals on
11ne 22 generally would N)t cause noticeable or objectionable interference or
degradation to a .tatlon'. video prograc service. It appears that u.e of the
Ad Audit system vould not require changes to any component of a statlon's
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prolra.. preaentatioD or tranall1tter equl",Dt. We also flDet this .,.st•• CO '
c~atible with the technical standard. for the televi.ion service such that
It. use would Dot DeCe••ttate ~dlficatlon. CO our t.levl.10n techaical rul•••

On the basb of the above, .. belt.". that the Ad Audit ayat.. la con.lIt.Dt
with our policy concerning use of apec1al ai~nala. Moreover, it IIPpeara that
the use of this syat.. for coamereial and program verification would pro~de a
._ber of beneflU and eff1c1enc:1H for the lnduatry. We, therefore, have
decided to authorize transmaslon of Ad Audit a11nab on 11ne 22 of the
teleriwlon -picture for ~"e 'PUJ1)GSe of" wrtflcnion of 1n'oadcasts"1llf pl'ogr...
and co~rclal announc...nts. We wiah to e~h..i&e that this la a pe~aslve

authority only. Televiston licensees retain ult1.ate control over their
transmiasiona and are not required to tranaadt Ad Audit algaala. It,
therefore, would be Jtemts.able for a broadcaater to blank the Ad Audit data
UM or rep18ce it vit" reconstrueted rideo. Conaequently, we would expect
that the broadcaster would be notified of the presence of m'Verti••r
".riflcatioa aignals on 11ne 22 1n c~reial announc:e1IlItnta. The authority to
tranafldt Ad Audit al~ala on 11ne 22 alao reulna subject to the condition
that the signals not produce unacceptable delTadaUon of the televlalon
.ervice received by viewera.

Accordingly, pursuant to Section 303(e) of the CotDftUnicaUons kt, mthonty
1~ GkANTED-for general use of the Ad Audit .ystem on 11ne 22 by ltcena•• in
the te1evidon services. 'l'bls authority 1s thd ted to use of the Ad Audit
.yate~ for purpos•• of ~er1fication as discusaed herein. No other broadcast
u... of the Ad Audit system are pendtted v1thout the expre•• COMent of the
Co~a.lon. Authority for this action 18 provided under Section 0.283 of the
Co~.aion'a rule••

Sincerely,

<4a:::2~ey~~1
Chief. Mas. Media Bur.au

ASt111vell:lg/prd.pab/Mtm
Typed: 7/18/8S
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Ve fia. UI.t .epublic'••,.U••etta the .ulld.rd•••UbUabed tbr .pedal
.{aData•••public". 'iI.al. while DOC mhaded for ... ), the .ieviq
public. it clt.r1, relat.' to the prolrla .aUrYI wit'biD which it u
tr.DI.itted a.d to tb. opentlo. of a t.t..,iaiDa .t.tiD.... pria.r, ,roar_
aer.ice. 1'h••erificatioa of the )ro.dca.t of .d.ereliiDl .....1•• U _
.le.eDt .f tbe )u.iDt •• :.Ue of broadcaitiDa .a' U. therefor., • ,art .f
bro,cfc •• t operatioD. I. thu rec.d, ve md tbe .public .,.tn tb.......
otber 'ptC ia I • iaDali .uch a. the cu. a.d co.tr01 CODel •••• !A '1'011'_
pre.,at.tio•• t. ,dditioa. the .ature aDd purpO't of tll. ia£ora'tioa to ••

.~....._,

1'bie b Ia r ••p.... to ,oar J.n.n of Octob.r 22. l,a,. _ Octola.r Jl.
l,a6 r.a.rlbl •••tlao' '.~.~p" ., Iepub1k Prop.rtu. I.c. (lepQ1k).
for ••codbl ••••rtb.r-r.lated .Dd ,roar..-W••tUicatua iafonaaUn ..
lb. 22 of cia. t.1e~bio. actbe .U.o ,ta.al. ft. iaforutua CUC woaW
••••co'.' oa to U... 22 woaW cOll.Yt of 'au W••tu,ia& c~n:ial

••••rtb••eat. a.eI otla.r ,roar....urlal. mc1D'ml th•••u &ad tiM .f
••, .f tbe .'.ert l ...e.t. or otber .atedal. eh. Ja.atb of eh. 'r....e.tiDa
.ad tb. ,r.'.Dce of aadiD, .U.o ••d coJAr coaUac • th. ,r....tacioll. Yoa
belicat. Cb.t ,oar eU••t", _Cbod u ••Oar to a _Cb.. ,rn••'!r
•••• 1op•• b, Ad Audit lac. aad .ub..queatlJ .ppro~" ., cb. C_y••••
Tou allo bdic.t. Ch.t ••publk"••,.u. operate. w{tlam cia. Cech.k.t
eoafia•• of tlae Ad Audit .,.t.. a.d th.r.for. requ.ac ehat the C~ia•••
• bail.rl, ap,ro.e .epubUt:"a ,ropo••d .,.t_.

Upoa •••• iD.tlo. of ,oar r.qaut. w. -)dirt. thac tit••pablk .,Un d ...t
qa.lifil. a•• -.p.cial 'iI•• l,- tbaC U •••!cad r.lated co )roa'ea.t
optrat ioa. but Dot btead.' for public a... th. Co-i.. iDa ••t fortll it.
,olic, cOD~erDi1l1 .peeial 'ilD.b fA a lubU, 'otk' ••ted April 20. 1170.
lu.. 22 rcc 2d 779 (970). 1'b. Commb.fe. reeolDlHd th. )eaefiu of '.ch
dc.ala ••d .ote' tb.t tb., cofttributt to eHicuDt )rolclean op.r.t•••
Bo.e••r. th. Com.iuieD Val aho co.eene' that the ••• of .p.eill .ta..la
could c.u.e .ome dcculhtioa of tbe brodellt d ••al. nerdor•••..s.r tll•
•athoric, of Se~tioD 303(.) of tb. COIIIIINDiculoD' Act. wbich .ir.ct. til.
eommi.. iOD to re&ulate tb. "kiDd of .pparatu. to )e ••e' witb re.pect
to••• tbe purit, a.d .barpa... of ..a.fe•• frOll .utloa•••••- tlae
eommit. ioa" beld that .ucb .i,••h caDDot )e nplo,.d witbout it••ped&
authoria.tioa. t'he Co••b.loa .110 .pcclfied that .acb perailli.oa wm ••
ar•• ted 0.1, wh.r. it ia iaf....ble to tUDI.it tb••!c.all '1 .ea•• wllkll
b••e ao 'etriaeDul eff.~t o. the 'I'o.d~,'t ••nk••

1Ir. ".ta. C• .Iola••o•• .Ir.
K.lbo•• Ptadaer. Woodv.n. Qufaa & ...el
1000 P ,t.•• ia A~•••••v.
••••faat I.C. 20006
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.e•••• 1'•••11'•• ~.e It •• tr....itt.... - lat.ar.l ,.rc .f it. .

....clat•••r.ar•• aated'l. ftUI w. ,.Ue.,. it wouW ••t ,. ,r.etk.l ,.
c 1t ••_.relel .,.rUk.tl•• '.e '.17 !r.. CIa. ,.1nJaIn .I&ul
.'l'l"Ju, t" ,".ar - '.iIa& .alt.I'''.

OIl" • .,.ta.tlo••f t'. t.cbkal '.ecrfpeln .f c" ••-lk .,.c.b'k.,., C'.t c,. _tla...... c•••c". tIa. '.ta ... tIa. 'I'•••ac••f ~•••
•iI••t. •• lIa. 22 ••a.r.ll, wnW aot c otk.ala .1' .bjecU Ja
'at.l'f."••e••1' '.ar•••d- co ••tat ~W.o '1'.'_ ••nk•• It ".
tIa.t t" ••••f le.u'1k". "U" wouW _t ".,.Ir. C'.DI.' to ,., c c
.f ••t.eio.... ,,,oai•••ru.at.d.a .1' Cr'Il••it'.1' It••t. • ••ta. ,..
nl.l ".t•• C••• c••••dbla wltla t" c.c••k.l .ta " c•• c.1nJa_
••nk••ac' CIa.t itl ••• wnW ••t ••eu.k.e....Uk.ein. ,. _"
,.11.,1.11•• C.cbk.l nJe••

• c,. , •• s.. .f rb••' ..., •• ,.u..,. c•• t c,......& ".t. Ia IaUDt
.ie' .a" ,.Ue, c••c.nbc a.e .f ',Hlal ••••ta. • ......". it ".
n.t cia••••• f c.s.. '7.e.a liD.. co-.nial .,.rUk.tio. wouW ,,,..W••
• u."1' .f , ••• fit •••••ffic~.d•• IiDI' 'Ia. fD'ultl7••" tJa.I"IoI", ....
'.eU•• c••ueboria. C......ud~••f c" ...u'& "It• .. u.. 22 .f~
,.1e"ia i••• ic Car. f.1' ,Ia. ,urpo•••f ".rUk.t»••f 'I'o"e••' • • f
co•••rcial •••oune••••U .u .tla... ,roar...,t.d.l. •••bla , • ..,Ia...
cla.t C'u it •••r.i..b ••atlaork7 "11. r.te.iaio. Ik...... ".t••
W!tialt. C.Mro} •••1' tladl' trn••iollio••••••re Dot I'.,ulr" ,. t ......1t
le,u'U.c"•• icD.lI. It ••• ld tla.nfon ,. "nliui:b1e fDl' • 'ro,'C&"'" ,•
• 1allk tb. '7Itt."1 .(caal .1' r ••I.c. It .itla rHoaUnet" .,W•••
COD••qu.aU,••• would up.ct Claat tb. 'roa'ellt.1' w.uld ,. aot1&' .f CIa,
,r.,.ac. of .chlrtb.r ".rlfieadoa '(cDII. •• lia. 22 fa c.-relal
'DDouae •••atl. Tb. ,utboricJ Co trlDnit Cb. IJltn"•••all. •• u.. 22
.110 1'1.,ia••u'j.et Co tb. cOD'itioa tb.t tb••(ca.lI .ot ,1'.....
DD.ce.pt•• l. char,"tioa .f tb. te1e.,id~a link. I'.c.b•• " .,!ew,r••

£Ccor' bllJ, ,ur.u.at to S.cel..a '03(.) .f tla, eo-ullK,tiDll1 £Ct •••t ••rltJ
IS GUlt1ED for atller,l ••••f tb. Ie.ublk 'JIt.. 0. lme 22 b, UCe ..
'b. t.l••bioa ,er.I.e... nil .uCbort, b U.it" to ... of tb 1k
"U•• for tb. ,urpo....f ••rUicat»a ., '~cu...11 leniD. .0 .u.r
'rol,'c'lt a.tI .f tbe lepu'u.e 'J.tea ,re ,eraitt" witbout tb. u.r•••
coa.l.t .f tbe Co••h.».. .lutboricl 101' tbb act»D b ,rodd.' au.r
S.ctio. 0.213 of tb. Co••ia,io.", ...Ia••
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SRoberts/si/pab/PRD,')tS

. typed 11/4/86 .'

..

.£ac.r.Jr.
,., 1..1. C. icX1mla7

.1,••• C. IIcIiADI1
Cbief. K.II llellia Jur••
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• r. Scbuyler IS. "oore
~ipaoD loff.an , 'ancione
1888 CeDtury 'ark East. Suite
Lo. Am,ele., CA '0067

Dear .r. "oore:

1777

...
••". _"a ••

Tbit is iD re,pODU to ,our leuen of July 16. 1987. and July 21. 1987, to
Willialll la.. in&u' of tbi. office and of Au&ult 19. 1987, to Willialll B.
Jobn,on. Actin& Cbief of tbe Ma,. Media Jureau. recardiDe a aetbod developec5
by aepublic 'ropert ie. Inc. (Iepublic), for eDeodine advert iaer-relatec5 aDc5
,rolralll-identification i.nfor.ation on line 22 of tbe televilion active video
.icnal. ID ,our leuers. ,ou .pec ific.ll,. request peT1lliasioD to trlnsfer tbe
ree Ipproval of tbe aepublic .y'tn (letter of lovember 6. 1986) to "Air
Tras." I 1ilroited pertDer of aepub1ic.

Tbe lutbority Irantec5 by tbe Jureau'. letter of lovember 6, 1986, VI' Mfor
leDera1 use of tbe aepublic .yst eUl OD liDe 22 by licensees in tbe televiaioD
.ervice••" As 10D& a. the .y.telll • liceDsee e.plo,. has tbe •••e tecbDical
cbaracteristics of tbat contaiDee! iD the initial filiD& and iI in tbis .eDSI
tbe "aepublic .ystelll," it .ay be usec5 by any licensee. It iI the licensee
tha t ve bole! re,pon.ib1e for C oUlpHanc e vith Ce>u=inion ru1u and policies.
If tbere are proprietary a.pettl to tba .ystelll. tbey may be tran.ferred
vithout eOUl~is,ioD approval but tbe tecbnica1 aspects of the operatioD 8Ult
reUllin I' initially represeDted for tbe approval to re.ain valid.

As indicated in the 'ove1llber 6, 1986. lutborisation. ve wiab to elllphasize that
tbi, i. a peTUlissive autbority only. Television lieeDsees retain ultimate
control over tbeir translIlissions and are not requirec5 to tranl1llit aepublic'•
• i&nab. Tbe authority to tunslIlit tbe .ystelll'••i&Da1s on line 22 alao
reUl.iDs .ubject to tbe cODditioD that the .i&nl1s Dot produce unacceptable
deeradltion of the te1evuion urvice received by viewers. Further, the
lutbority i' 1iUlitec5 to tbe purposes of verification as discussed in the
'oveUlber 6, 1986, letter. 10 other broadcast UleS of tbe Iyste= described
beTein are perlllitted vitbout tbe express consent of tbe Commiasion.

,(
1SRoberts/sr/pab/PRD

I r ..
~ ':,,\I~

Wi1lia1ll I. Joh 0

ActiDa Chief, M I Media Jureau

•
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R£CEIVEOBY. - ..EXhibit B

Del t 6 \988

~"".,•• r'

.rI""~'.
, .

Mr. Kwin McMabon
D8Via. Kozio. 'aithfull and HaPlood . :..../..
.5 lockef.ller Plua ':!//.
II. lodt, Mew yon. 10011 ':f/'::

Dear HI'. Mdlahon:

MArl BRANCH

OCT 27&B
$~ntd by
mailed by

. OCT R6188
::{~)/;: M~'l BRAHCH
.;::": : .

.:-.

Tbie ia in reapone, to your letters of AU&U8t 23, and 'ept-=ber 14, 1988,
reSardins tbe leneral voe of tbe -feleStan -ratem" to eocode advertiaer
identification _ignal. on line 22 of tbe television active video _iana1 by
~e1evi.ion stetion licensees. Specifically, 70u request that tbe Commi••ion
confim that the authorization it aranted for u.c of the -Tel.Scan .,.t~" by
TeleScan, Inc., (letter dated July 18, 1985) applies to the proviaion of such
aervic., by VidCode, IDC •• as vell. You Dote that VidCode is • DW company
that i8 unrelated to TeleScan and vill bave different owner.hip. You also
atate that VidCode expects to acquire tbe patente and patent applications
for tbe -feleScan system" from their current owners.

A. you know, on Hay 7, 1985, TeleScan requested that the Com=ie.ioD approve a
8Ys tem to encode advertiser identification eignale on line 22 of tbe
television active video ci&nal. The C<:lGmi£aion approve~ TeleScan's request. ~ "
determiDin•• first. that the transciacioD of .uch data qualified as a "special ~~j.
signal," (i.e., a signal that ia relatod to br08~cast operation. but Dot
intended for public use), an~, second. tbat the authority granted was -for

! general use of ~-Tel.Scan~.sU!C-On--l-i1te--22 by l1ceoGees in the telev~
&erv1ces. e authority &ranted in the July 18. 1985, letter allows any ~~

television licensee to ecplo)' a ~st~ hav1nS tbe s&:.Je technical ~'

characteristics as the Telescan 5Ystem .0 1003 ac the conditioDs_~rthin
I that letter are sati8fie~eaera~-~~unic8tionsCo~ission expresses DO

POD1 t to the legality under applicable laws relating to
intellectual property ri&hts of the UDe of the TeleScaD cyot~ by VidCodo or
any otber party. Moreover. ~e wish to 8mphS6i%e that tbis is a perQissive
authority only. Television licensees retain ultimate control over tbeir
tr~nsmissions and 8r~ not required to transmit VidCode si&nale •

:

. 'sincerely,
,. .. ! I

. ....
.'

.• _-.r ......~_

Alex D. Felker
Chief, Hass Media Bureau

PBhtllenthal: jy:pab: l-'rCi::-f'$
Tyf.ed: 1O/24/{~;~

d
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Arlene F. Lacki, a secretary in the law firm of Heron,

Burchette, Ruckert & Rothwell, do hereby certify that I have on

this 22nd day of September, 1989, caused copies of the

foregoing COMMENTS OF A,C. NIELSEN COMPANY to be hand-delivered

to the following:



*John C. Johnson, Jr.
Bryan, Cave, McPheeters & McRoberts
1015 Fifteenth Street, N. W.
Suite 1000

*Bruce H. Turnbull, Esq.
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
1615 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

*Mr. Alex D. Felker
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 314

*The Honorable Alfred Sikes
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Room 814

*The Honorable James H. Quello
Member, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Room 802

*The Honorable Patricia Diaz Dennis
Member, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Room 832

*The Honorable Sherrie Marshall
Member-Designate
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Room 844

*The Honorable Andrew Barrett
Member-Designate
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 826

*Roy J. Stewart, Esquire
Chief, Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 702

*Stephen F. Sewell, Esquire
Assistant Chief
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 702



*Clay C. Pendarvis, Esquire
Chief, Television Branch
Video Services Division
Mass ~edia Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 700

*Mr. Gordon Godfrey
Television Branch
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 700

*Bradley P. Holmes, Esquire
Chief, Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8010

*Mr. James McNally
Chief, Engineering Policy Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8112

*Mr. Bernard Gorden
Engineering Policy Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8114

*HAND DELIVERY


